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2. Conditions favorable for the existence and spread of Malta 
fever are present in all the Southwestern States. 

3. More than 30 authentic cases of Malta fever occurred in the 
recent outbreak at Phoenix, Ariz., concerning which the following 
can be stated : 

(a) These cases were typical clinically and serologically; and in 

two cases B. melitensis was recovered. 

(b) Goat's milk is known to have been used in all but three of 

the cases and can not be excluded in those three. 

(c) Tests made on the goats supplying this milk gave 18.3 per 

cent positives for Malta fever. 

(d) The disease remained unrecognized for at least six weeks, 

under conditions unusually favorable for its recognition. 

4. Goat's milk is being sold in a number of cities in the United 
States. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

From the evidence at hand we believe the following conclusions are 
warranted : 

1. Malta fever is probably endemic in certain sections of the south- 
western part of the United States and in some parts of Mexico. 

2. It is extremely difficult to recognize Malta fever early in the 
course of an outbreak, from the clinical symptons alone; usually the 
possibility of its presence is not considered, and laboratory tests are 
not made for some weeks. 

3. The prohibition of the sale of goat's milk in cities where an 
ample supply of cow's milk is available should be seriously con- 
sidered by health officers. Where it is necessary to allow the sale 
of goat's milk to secure sufficient fresh milk, efficient pasteurization 
under constant supervision by the health authorities should be 
required. 

Acknowledgments: Acknowledgment is made of the assistance and 
cooperation given by the State superintendent of public health, Dr. 
A. M. Tuthill, by the director of the State laboratory, Miss Jane 
Rider, by the Pathological Laboratory, by the local health authori- 
ties, and by the medical profession of Phoenix. 



MORTALITY FROM CANCER IN THE UNITED STATES, 1921. 

The Department of Commerce announces that the returns com- 
piled by the Bureau of the Census show that over 76,000 deaths were 
due to cancer in the death registration area of the United States in 
1921, and, assuming that the remainder of the United States had as 
many deaths from this cause in proportion to the population, the 
total number of deaths from cancer in the entire United States for 
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1921 was 93,000, whereas for 1920 the number is estimated as 89,000, 
or 4,000 less than for 1921. 

The trend of the cancer death rate is upward, the rate for 1921 
being higher than that for any earlier year in 23 of the 34 States for 
which rates are shown in the accompanying table. The cancer death 
rate in the registration area in 1921 was 86 per 100,000 population, 
against 83.4 for 1920. In comparing the death rate from cancer in 
one State with that in another, the bureau uses "adjusted" rates in 
order to make allowance for differences in the age and the sex distri- 
bution of the population, because, generally speaking, only persons 
in middle life and old age have cancer, so that a State with many old 
persons may be expected to have more deaths from cancer than a 
State with comparatively few old persons. 

The highest "adjusted" cancer rate for 1921 is 99.6 per 100,000 
population for the State of Massachusetts, and the lowest is 47.6 for 
the State of South Carolina. 

For a few States adjusted rates have been calculated separately for 
the white and colored population. In this group of States the highest 
adjusted cancer rate for the white population is 95.9 per 100,000 popu- 
lation for New York, and the highest rate for the colored population 
is 90.6, also for New York. The lowest adjusted. cancer rate for the 
white population is 51.5, for Tennessee, and the lowest for the colored 
population is 36.4, for Florida. 

Summarized briefly, the adjusted rates show that the Northern 
States have comparatively high and the Southern States compara- 
tively low cancer mortality, and that there is little difference between 
the adjusted cancer rates of the white and colored races of the same 
States. In other words, the white and colored races seem equally 
susceptible to cancer, but both races seem less susceptible in the South 
than in the North. 

Deaths and death rates from cancer and other malignant tumors in the registration area 
(exclusive of Hawaii), and in the registration States. 



Area. 


Number of deaths. 


Ad- 
justed 
rate, 
1921 


Bate per 100,000 population. 


1921 


1920 


1919 


1921 


1920 


1919 


1918 


1917 




76,274 


72,931 


68, 551 


0) 


86. 


S3. 4 


80.5 


80.3 


82.0 






Registration States ofl917 - . . 


64,704 

4,010 

718 

1,377 

170 

514 

422 

92 

6, 152 

2,735 

1;412 

i;326 

1.184 

142 


61,750 

3,800 

691 

1,403 

198 

510 

384 

126 

5,991 

2,645 

1.283 

1,361 

1,222 

142 


58,781 

3,553 

645 

1,290 

191 

461 

371 

93 

5,646 

2,551 

1,222 

1,267 

1, 121 

146 


(') 

87. 7 
72,3 
S8.5 
66.9 
55. 1 
61.1 
36.4 
88.0 
74.2 
69.3 
55.7 
55.3 
57.8 


87.9 

111.7 
74.7 
96.9 
79.1 
51.3 
63.2 
27.6 
93.0 
92.2 
79.3 
54.4 
53.7 
61.2 


85.0 

109.2 
73.0 

100.6 
88.4 
52.1 
59.2 
38.0 
91.8 
89.9 
72.4 
56.3 
55.8 
60.5 


82.1 

105.3 
69.2 
94.4 
86.1 
48.5 
59.1 
28.2 
■ 87.6 
87.4 
69.2 
52.6 
51.6 
61.5 


80.8 

101.3 
76.7 
94.0 
( 3 ) 
( 3 ) 


81.5 
100.8 




69.1 




92.3 




(») 

( 3 ) 




White 












. 82,2 
88.7 
72.8 
53.1 
53.0 
54.2 


( 8 ) 




88.7 




71.9 


Kentucky (total) 


54.1 




53.4 




59.7 
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Deaths and death rates from cancer and other malignant tumors in the registration area 
exclusive of Hawaii, and in the registration /States — Continued. 



Area. 



Number of deaths. 


Ad- 


Eate per 


100,000 population. 








justed 
rate, 




























1921 


1920 


1919 


1921 


1921 


1920 


1919 


1918 


1917 


975 


888 


889 


76.6 


53.6 


49.2 


49.6 


49.2 


(') 


665 


578 


596 


73.3 


59.3 


52.3 


54.7 


52.9 




310 


310 


293 


57.9 


44.3 


44.2 


41.7 


43.6 




899 


942 


891 


80.8 


116.5 


122.4 


116.2 


110.1 


108.1 


1,372 


1,372 


1,263 


85.3 


93.1 


94.1 


87.6 


84.1 


87.7 


1,203 


1,200 


1,107 


86.9 


98.1 


99.0 


»2.4 


89.9 


92.8 


169 


172 


156 


74.6 


68.5 


70.0 


63.9 


56.0 


62.9 


4,636 


4,469 


4,097 


99.6 


118.0 


115.3 


107.0 


108.7 


109.7 


3,336 


3,099 


2,970 


81.2 


87.8 


83.5 


81.9 


81.9 


79.9 


2,178 


2,293 


2,113 


85.7 


89.4 


95.4 


89.1 


83.2 


83.9 


749 


686 


673 


52.4 


41.8 


38.3 


37.6 


P) 


( 3 ) 


385 


348 

338 

2,630 


365 

308 

2,545 


52.6 
52.0 
74.0 


45.1 
38.9 
84.8 


40.6 
36.2 
77.1 


42.9 
32.7 
74.9 






364 






2,900 


73.5 


75.1 


315 


282 


302 


65.9 


54.7 


50.6 


55.9 


53.4 


55.1 


1,081 


999 


( 8 ) 


79.4 


82.4 


76.7 


( s ) 


( s ) 


m 


533 


521 


480 


80.4 


119.8 


117.4 


108.5 


108.6 


106.4 


3,033 


2,760 


2,725 


92.7 


93.3 


86.6 


87.2 


. 81.2 


84.4 


11, 182 


10,554 


10,186 


96.0 


105.7 


101.0 


98.7 


97.3 


97.3 


11,012 


10,414 


10,025 


95.9 


106.3 


101.8 


99.2 


98.0 


97.8 


170 


140 


161 


90.6 


76.1 


64 6 


76.7 


66.5 


74.5 


1,120 


1,017 


1,003 


53.7 


42.9 


39.5 


39.5 


42.8 


42.4 


815 


767 


745 


52.9 


44.6 


42.6 


42.1 


45.1 


45.4 


305 


250 


258 


53.7 


38.8 


32.1 


33.4 


37.8 


35.5 


5,312 


5,171 


4,892 


77.7 


89.8 


89.0 


85.7 


85.6 


87.0 


759 


734 


685 


80.2 


94.8 


93.0 


88.1 


84.3 


( s ) 


7,588 


7,315 


7,007 


84.1 


85.4 


83.4 


80.9 


78.3 


80.9 


7,383 


7,120 


6,845 


84.0 


86.0 


83.9 


81.7 


78.7 


81.4 


205 


195 


162 


82.3 


68.1 


66.8 


57.3 


64 7 


65.1 


678 


606 


580 


97.4 


110.4 


99.7 


96.5 


95.8 


101.4 


588 


557 


563 


47.6 


34.4 


32.9 


33.6 


34.4 


36.9 


366 


338 


324 


54.8 


43.6 


40.9 


39.9 


41.4 


45.4 


222 


219 


239 


38.7 


25.5 


25.3 


27.7 


28.0 


29.1 


1,113 


1,094 


1,006 


51.9 


47.1 


46.6 


43.2 


44.1 


46.8 


905 


905 


813 


51.5 


47.3 


47.8 


43.3 


44.2 


47.1 


208 


189 


193 


52.3 


46.4 


41.9 


42.6 


43.7 


45.3 


292 


250 


265 


77.1 


63.3 


55.1 


59.5 


52.3 


55.1 


400 


444 


399 


77.2 


113.5 


126.0 


113.2 


103.4 


111.2 


1,329 


1,299 


1,202 


62.2 


56.6 


55.9 


52.3 


53.9 


52.6 


1,007 


948 


899 


64.0 


60.9 


58.2 


56.0 


57.1 


54.6 


322 


351 


303 


55.7 


46.4 


50.7 


43.9 


46.5 


47.9 


1,192 


1,123 


1,045 


79.6 


85.8 


82.1 


77.7 


75.3 


71.9 


2,614 


2,335 


2,285 


85.9 


97.6 


88.2 


87.3 


81.4 


82.6 



Louisiana (total) — . . 

White 

Colored 

Maine 

Maryland (total) 

White 

Colored 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi (total) 

White 

Colored 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New York (total) 

White 

Colored 

North Carolina (total) 

White 

Colored 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania (total). 

White 

Colored 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina (total) 

White 

Colored 

Tennessee (total) 

White 

Colored 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia (total) 

White 

Colored-. 

Washington 

Wisconsin 



> Kate not calculated. 

2 Including District of Columbia 



3 Not admitted to registration area until a later date. 



SMALLPOX IN OLDHAM AND LONDON, ENGLAND. 1 

An outbreak of smallpox, apparently introduced" from Yorkshire, 
where there had been an epidemic of the disease, occurred in Oldham 
in the early part of 1922, the first case being notified to the public 
health department on February 7. A total of 54 cases occurred. 
The type was mild, and there were no deaths. 

Vaccination histories of the patients, by age groups, were given 
as follows. 



1 The Medical Officer, Oct. 21, 1922, p. 181; Oct. 28, 1922, p. 192. 



